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WESTCOAST NEWS

Mayor, Ladner steer clear at yacht club kickott

TOWN TALK | Non-Partisan Association competitors
avoid collision before next month’s faceoff
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0-HO-WHO? Royal Vancouver

Y Yacht Club kicked off its sailing

season May 10 with the usual

parade of wind and petroleum-powered

boats off English Bay and the Spanish
Bank.

Smart handling was required when
the fleets saluted Commodore Howard
Bradbrooke aboard his anchored Sabre
45 vessel, Swift Current. But trickier nav-
igation took place on dry land later. That
was when Mayor Sam Sullivan and
NPA mayoralty seeker Peter Ladner
cruised between cocktailing club mem-
bers without fouling each other’s lines
or exchanging recognition signals.

Ladner’s coxswain was campaign
manager Tina Oliver. Hizzoner was
steered by 36-year RVYC member
Stephen Rogers, the former airline
pilot and Vancouver-South MLA who is
swelling party ranks for a Sullivan-Lad-
ner nomination faceoff next month.

Rogers couldn’t pack all those NPA
recruits aboard his C&C 35 sloop Blue-
back. But sugar-king grandpa Benjamin
Tingley Richards might have. He’s the
1912-1918 Royal Van commodore whose
168-foot steam yacht Aquilo may still
hold the club’s largest-vessel title.
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NOT FORGOTTEN: Another for-

Gery and Suzanne Warner revived the
Hunt Ball as a red-jacket tribute to
son and full-fledged rider Dylan.

mer Social Credit minister, Grace
McCarthy, has established the Inspira-
tion Award, to be made yearly by the
CHILD Foundation she co-founded. The
first recipient, the late Diana Webster,
was cited for “inspiring us all ... through
her dedicated efforts on behalf of spe-
cial-needs children.”
|

IN THE SADDLE AGAIN: The
Fraser Valley Hunt Ball resurfaced after
an eight-year absence at the Seaforth
armoury this week. Tent-makers Gery
(say Gary) and Suzanne Warner staged
it again as a coming-out for son Dylan,
18, who now has prowess enough to
wear the 25-member club’s green-
lapelled red jacket.

The Warners may also have been
motivated by rip-snorting earlier balls,

FINE CANADIAN ART
Auction Preview Starts Today

FREDERICK VARLEY Norma
EsTiMATE: $600,000 ~ $800,000
Heffel Gallery, Vancouver, 2247 Granville Street
Saturday, May 17 ~ Wednesday, May 21, 11AM to 6PM
Thursday, May 22, 10AM to 1PM
Auction at the Vancouver Convention & Exhibition Centre

Parkview Terrace, 999 Canada Place

Thursday, May 22, 2008 at 7PM
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Internet: www.heffel.com

Heffel Fine Art Auction House
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While recruiting pro-Sam Sullivan NPA
members, Stephen Rogers squired
Hizzoner around the yacht club.

where horn-blowing and whip-cracking
evoked attendees’ early-morning leaps
over hedges and gallops through muddy
meadows. None of which entails hounds
tracking live foxes, but rather a scent bag
dragged ahead.

Hunt members play polo, too, regard-
ing which veteran Gery said Dylan “hits
real hard, rides real fast, has an impossi-
ble reach, and doesn’t know that he’s
mortal.”

Suzanne is a former world-champ
baton twirler whose trophy tricks were
replicated in the interweaving patterns
of Wolford tights she wore to the ball.

|

CHOO-CHOO ON THAT: A British
Properties dweller recently fenced off
part of public Chartwell Park and built
on it. But that was mini-spuds beside
what West Vanners did to the Pacific
Great Eastern (now BC Rail) right-of-
way after rail traffic ceased in 1928.
Trackside homeowners promptly
encroached with kilometres of illegal
sheds, sunrooms, gazebos, arbours, trel-

lises, swing sets, dog houses and such-
like. The hooting and wailing — not just
from the trains — was deafening when
the line reopened in 1956, thereby giv-
ing Sun cartoonist Len Norris fodder
for much gentle ego-pricking.

|

LOOKING UP: Big Sisters of B.C.
Lower Mainland has had a correspond-
ing downtown presence lately. First,
Scotiabank presented the organization’s
12th-annual spring lunch at the Four
Seasons hotel. Then, McNeill Nakamo-
to recruitment agency principals Sarah
McNeill and Cheryl Nakamoto raised
a reported $27,745 — up from $11,000
last year — by playing host to a wine-
auction-wingding called Grape Juice at
the Opus.

Those funds will support 14 matches
between volunteer women and the girls
whom they mentor monthly for a year
(but usually 30 months), said executive
director Shannon Newman-Bennett.
That’s timely because, despite 330
matches, the waiting list has increased
from 100 to 120. So-called Study Buddy
matches call for a lesser commitment.

Meanwhile, mother-of-one Newman-
Bennett expects to make her daughter
a full-time big sister Sept. 10.

|

PATRIOT LOVE: Former city
broadcaster Richard Saxton has
worked in L.A. for two decades. But the
rather less conservative big brother of
putative North Vancouver Tory MP
Andrew Saxton Jr. still attends such
Canadian-themed events as Port Perry,
Ont. native Jayde Nicole, 22, winning
a Cadillac when named Playmate of the

==

Sarah McNeill and Cheryl Nakamoto presented Big Sisters’ Shannon Newman-

Bennett with $27,745 they raised.

Playmate of the year Jayde Nicole got
a Caddy and congrats from another
Canadian in L.A., Richard Saxton.

Year at the Playboy mansion recently.

KIWIS UNCORKED: New Zealand
consul-general Anne Chappaz and
Trade & Enterprise ministry business-
development manager Colleen Wilkin-
son had cause for toasting. Not just
because $50 ticket-holders at their annu-
al wine fair increased 30 per cent to 330,
all eager to swig their money’s worth. It
was also because participating wineries
grew from 27 to 35. Most of all because
Canadian consumption should increase
16 per cent to 330,000 cases this year,
with B.C. posting 35-per-cent growth.

All that’s with $30-$35-range pinot
noir the fastest-growing segment.

Canada is now the world’s fourth

Consul-general Anne Chappaz and trade
business manager Colleen Wilkinson
toasted the New Zealand Wine Fair.

export market for New Zealand wines,
behind Britain and neck-and-neck Aus-
tralia and the U.S., Wilkinson said.
That’s it for Chappaz, though. Three-
year posting over, she’ll leave for “repro-
gramming” in Auckland in July.
|

DOWN PARRYSCOPE: It’s a rum
old democracy when Elections Canada
wants Muslim women to unveil if they
wish to vote, while mayoral office seek-
ers like T. Raax — and the earlier Mr.
Peanut — may solicit votes wearing full-
body-coverage sports-mascot outfits.

HOLIDAY TIME: Town Talk will
resume May 31.
malcolmparry@shaw.ca 604-929-8456

ALL-WHEEL DRIVE

2009 RX 350 - 3.5L 270hp V6 Engine * Full-time All-Wheel Drive * Lexus Premium Audio System * Vehicle Stability Control * Traction Control * 7 Airbags * Power Adjustable Heated Front Leather Seats

JIM PATTISON LEXUS
jplexus.com
Northshore Auto Mall
North Vancouver (604)982-0033

2009 RX 350
OLD MSRP CANADIAN ADJUSTED MSRP
*53;325 | °46,130
" )
INCLUDES FREIGHT/PDI' INCLUDES FREIGHT/PDI'
ADJUSTED AMOUNT $7,195'

LOWER MAINLAND LEXUS DEALERS

FINANCE UP TO 48 MONTHS

49%

| AN MSRP

REDUCTI

2009 LEXUS RX 350

MSRP REDUCED 7,195
CASH PURCHASE INCENTIVE *2,000°

O NT

RX

2009 RX350 LEASEFOR 36 MONTHS

*568.

49%*

DOWN PAYMENT $5998*
$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT*

OPENROAD LEXUS

openroadlexus.ca

3150 St. Johns Street

Port Moody (604)461-7623

REGENCY LEXUS
regencylexus.com
1778 Burrard at 2nd Avenue
Vancouver (604)739-1212

O iexus

THE PURSUIT OF PERFECTION.

RICHMOND LEXUS
richmondlexus.com
Richmond Auto Mall

Richmond (604)273-5533

lexus.ca

approved credit. Limited time offers valid on a new Lexus 2009 RX 350 Sfx 'R'". Lease example based on a 36 month term at annual rate of 4.9%. Monthly payment is $568 with $5,998 down payment or equivalent

trade in and includes freight/PDI. $0 refundable security deposit and first monthly payment due at lease inception. Total lease obligation is $26,446. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. 72,000 kilometre
allowance; charge of $0.20/km for excess kilometres. **Finance example based on 48 month term at annual rate of 4.9% and MSRP of $46,130 and includes freight/PDI. Monthly payment is $945 with $5,000 down

payment or equivalent trade in. Cost of borrowing is $4,246 for a total obligation of $50,376. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. Lexus Dealers are free to set their own prices. May require factory
Services at a special rate, as a cost of borrowing. Limited time offers only apply to retail customers at participating Lexus dealers. Offers are subject to change without notice. See your Lexus dealer for complete details.

TMSRP's have been reduced on virtually all 2008 models and on 2009 models compared to similarly packaged 2008 models. See your dealer or go to lexus.ca for complete pricing details. MSRP is $46,130 for a new
Lexus 2009 RX 350 Sfx 'R"and includes $1,780 freight/PDl. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. ¥$2,000 Cash Incentive offer available on 2009 RX models for all retail customers except those who
lease or purchase finance through Lexus Financial Services at a special rate of interest offered by Lexus as part of a low rate interest program. All advertised lease and finance rates are special rates. Cash Incentive offers
take place at time of delivery. See your Lexus dealer for whether tax applies before or after the application of cash incentive in your jurisdiction. *Lease and finance offers provided through Lexus Financial Services, on
order. Please see your Lexus Dealer for complete details.*Lease and purchase finance APR's include the cash credit which is only available to customers who do not lease or purchase finance through Lexus Financial




